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RR01: Physical Restoration Options for Priority Catchments – Phase One

The Water Framework Directive (WFD) sets out an agenda for delivering improvements to the quality of the water environment; River Basin Management Planning (RBMP) will be the primary mechanism for delivering improvements.
As part of the RBMP process a number of catchments have been identified as priority for action by 2015. These priority catchments have been selected based on the extent of the diffuse pollution pressure. It is recognised that on catchments where there is a diffuse pressure there is also degradation of the morphology and physical condition of the river. It is this that has driven the decision to focus this project on a number of these priority catchments.

Waterbodies that are subject to physical pressures have been identified through SEPA’s classification process. Where these pressures have resulted in a downgrade of the water environment SEPA aims to tackle the issue in two phases. The first phase will assess the restoration options for a given pressure or combination of physical pressures on a river and the second phase will progress with on the ground work to deliver the preferred restoration option to remediate the impact. Phase one, restoration options for morphologically impacted systems, will be the focus of this contract

Overall objective of the project
The contractor will undertake primarily desk-based studies of a number of specified catchments and sub-catchments. These studies will assess the morphological condition of the river and present high-level restoration plans together with the environmental and socio-economic benefits which would result.  A key aspect of the study should be to highlight the benefits which can be delivered for diffuse pollution control. 

The desk study will provide the basis for the development of costed designs for agreed demonstration sites that best illustrate how restoration work can deliver improvements in the water environment together with socio-economic benefits (particularly for landowners).  This work may involve detailed site surveys and consultation with land owners.
The core deliverables will be:

1. A geomorphological, ecological and socio-economic assessment (desk based and site survey if necessary) of morphological impacts on the selected catchments 

2. An outline restoration plan for the selected catchments
3. A list, agreed with SNIFFER, of demonstration sites and associated restoration options

4. Final restoration plans for demonstration sites

The project is expected to last 6 – 7 months. 
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