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ÅRecap: the need for a Code of Practice

ïA large area of degraded land is present in the UK at 

any one time.

ïOrganic matter from a range of sources can be used 

to restore such land to productive use.

ïCodes of Practice are useful sources of advice and 

guidance for the assessment of sites and the 

preparation and application of materials

ïMost available Codes of Practice have limitations in 

relation to land reclamation



ÅRecap: the need for a Code of Practice

ïA large area of degraded land is present in the UK at 

any one time.

ïOrganic matter from a range of sources can be used 

to restore such land to productive useTitle
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ÅRecap: the need for a Code of Practice

ïA large area of degraded land is present in the UK at 

any one time.

ïOrganic matter from a range of sources can be used 

to restore such land to productive useTitle

L
a
n

d
 

re
c
la

m
a
tio

n

C
o

m
p

o
s
t

B
io

s
o

lid
s

C
L

O

D
ig

e
s
ta

te

P
a
p

e
r

C
ru

m
b

le

O
th

e
rs

U
p

-to
-d

a
te

?
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Defra COGAP N N N N N N N Y

DoE Sludge use in agriculture N N Y N N N N N

Code of practice for sludge use in land 

reclamation
Y N Y N N N N N

TWIRLS Good practice manual Y Y Y Y Y Y N N
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ÅThis Code covers the use of RECYCLED 

ORGANIC MATERIALS in LAND RESTORATION, 

RECLAMATION AND IMPROVEMENT.

ÅThe Code is a source of guidance:

ïBest practice beyond minimum legal requirements.

ïNon statutory.

ïPractical, usable, relevant advice.

ÅThe Code applies throughout the UK



o

MATERIALS INCLUDED IN THE CODE

ÅComposts produced from green waste and 
green/food waste.

ÅCompost-Like Output (CLO).

ÅAnaerobic digestate from source segregated 
feedstock.

ÅBiosolids products.
ÅWater treatment sludges.
ÅPaper crumble.
ÅOrganic wastes and sludges (Not ABPR).



ACTIVITIES COVERED IN THE CODE

ÅRestoration or improvement of non-agricultural land.
Non-food crop production.
Forestry.
Habitat development.
Recreational activity.
Public open space.

Å Improvement of the surface layer of a landfill cap.



ÅThe introduction sets out 

the scope of the Code.

ÅMaterials included in the 

Code are described in 

Section 2.

ÅAn assessment of the 

benefits and risks of 

using the materials is 

discussed in Section 3.

ÅInformation on relevant 

legislation is in Section 4.
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